Health care reform, managed competition, and the urban medically underserved: some preliminary questions about structure, equity, and quality care.
The purpose of this article is to provide some preliminary observations and discussion on several questions relating to managed competition in health and the urban medically underserved. The shift to managed competition in health care financing and delivery from an unmanaged fee-for-service system raises several critical transitional questions for those groups in the urban arena that have been traditionally medically underserved. After an overview discussion of cost dynamics in the American health care system and selected characteristics of the health care system and the urban medically underserved, the article explores several critical transitional questions relating to structure, equity and quality care considerations in managed competition and the urban medically underserved.